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Reagan
Ends Tour

. President Tells
" Lisbon Assembly

By David Hoffman

and Lou Cannon
Washington Post Staff Writers

LISBON, May 9—President Rea-
gan wound up a 10-day European

_ tour today extolling the virtues of
. democracy to Portugal’s parliament

while his top aides tried to put the
best face on a trip that has been :
marked with difficulties. )
“You believe, as we do, that free-
dom works,” Reagan said in" a

. speech that was prg:ceded by a quiet

walkout by 35 Communist members
of the 250-member Assembly of the
Republic. ,
Later, Secretary of State George
P. Shultz said the Reagan journey
was a “trip of great importance”
that dealt with “issues of historic
proportions and enduring

demonstrated that “Reagan is now
the leader of the free world.” -
Reagan is to fly home Friday af-
ter a news conference here.
‘Both Shultz. and Regan volun-

teered their assessments to report-
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Regan said the president could
have sidestepped these controver-
sies but to do so would have been

~ “o take the easy way out.

Of Europe i;

‘Freedom Works,’

In an interview here, the White
House chief of staff also suggested
that the president and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev, in major
speeches yesterday, were both pur-
suing similar strategies of alter-
nately staking out hard-line posi-
tions against each other’s policies

_ while at the same time indicating a_
" willingness to resolve !:heir differ-
, encesata summit meeting.

“Notice the parallelism here,”
Regan said of ‘Gorbachev, who ad-
dressed a Kremlin rally yesterday
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“History shows a strong, unbreak-
able link between political freedom
and economic growth, between de-

~ mocracy and social progress,” Rea-
gan said.

commemorating the 40th anniver- '

sary of 9’1@ defggt of Nazi Germany.

“He's talking tough, certainly,”

Regan said of the Soviet leader,
who charged that the United States
was “the forward edge of the war
menace to mankind.” :
“He’s . .staking out: positions,”

“In a sense, then, Karl Marx was

right,” he added. “Economic progress

is leading to clashes with old en-
trenched political orders. But Marx
was wrong about where all this
would occur, for it is the democratic
world that is flexible, vibrant and
growing—bringing its peoples high-
er and higher standards of living
even as freedom grows and deepens.
“It is in the collectivist world that
economies stagnate, that technol-
ogy is lagging and that the people
are oppressed and unhappy with
their lives,” he said. )
“Throughout the world we can
see movement toward a time when
totalitarian rule and the terrible suf-
fering that it causes is only a sad

. and distant memory,” Reagan said.

Regan said of Gorbachev. “He -

didn’t get his job because he’s a
cream puff.” The president, in his
speech yesterday before the Euro-

- pean Parliamient, also was critical of

signifi- i
cance.” White House chief of staff |

" Donald T. Regan said the trip had : speculated that a meeting between

ers in an effort to-give a favorable -

cast to a trip during which Reagan !
was the target of hecklers in the
European Parliament at Stras-
bourg, France, and sizable street
demonstrations in Spain against the
presence of U.S. bases and during
which he was the focus of a bitter -
controversy over the laying of a!
wreath at a German military cem-
etery. ‘ : \

Soviet actions. But both leaders had
conciliatory passages in their ad~

. Before the walkout, one member
of the legislature, Antonio Gon-
zalez, the lone member of the
Green Party, brought a white dove
to his bench. A White House ad-

. vance man walked up to the bird in

dresses and in an exchange of let- .

ters marking the 40th anniversary ' formed Portuguese official.

of the end of World War II in Eu-
rope. :
Eventually, said Regan, “there
probably will be a summit” meeting
of the two leaders.
Administration  sources have
Reagan and Gorbachev, if it occurs,
will take place this September or
October at the United Nations.
On another subject, Regan_told

reporters that the administration

would make another attem%t to win |
_congressional approval of $14 mil-
Tion in_“humanitarian aid’_for_the

rebels opposing _the Nicaraguan
overnment, and_the white House
still believes the best wa of pro-

ti y of p
1ding these funds is through the :

uding the

an apparent attempt to remove it,
sparking shouts and boos from sur-
rounding leftist members. A few
minutes later, the dove was re-
moved without protest by a uni--

The Communist delegates silent-
ly walked out just before the
speech, filing single file in front of
the president to make their point, a

* subdued contrast to heckling in the

~Th his speech today, Reagan ac-

knowledged the problems that Por-
tugal has experienced since becom-

ing a. democracy in 1976, but he
\ urged the assembly to look ahead.

-European Parliament yesterday.

“I'm sorry that some of the chairs
on the left seem to be uncomforta-
ble,” Reagan quipped as he stepped
to the microphone. IR

Earlier today, the president met
with Portugese Prime Minister Ma-
rio Soares, and officials on both sides
said there were few disagreements.

The leaders muted any differs.
ences . over Nicaragua, although
Portuguese officials said their gov-
ernment would not back Reagan’s
economic sanctions against Nica-
ragua, according to Foreign Min-
ister Jaime Gama. But White House

spokesman Larry Speakes said the

Soares government remains in
agreement with the administra-

tion’s “goals” in Central America.
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The two leaders also discussed
Portugal’s entrance into the Euro-
pean Community, the Strategic De-
fense Initiative, NATO and south-
ern Africa.

Gama said after meeting Shultz
that he had given the secretary of
state a memo seeking relaxed trade
barriers on Portuguese goods. Gama
said he also “insisted” on the need for
greater financial compensation from
the United States in return for the
use of the Lajes military base in the
Azores. i '

As Reagan’s trip neared an end,
his principal advisers vied with one
another to praise the results of the

" journey despite what Regan acknowl-
edged had been “a few glitches.”

. Regan and deputy chief of staff
Michael K. Deaver said the Amer-
ican people now approve of the con-
troversial wreath-laying at West |
Germany's Bitburg . cemetery
where 49 SS soldiers are buried.,

Deaver said that a survey taken

\ this week by Reagan pollster Rich-.
ard B. Wirthlin showed a 58 percent
- to 22 percent margin in favor of
Réagan’s action. Deaver said Rea-
gan had told him that Sunday, when
he visited both the Bitburg ceme-
tery and the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp site, was “the toughest
day of my life.”. ‘
" Regan acknowledged the unpop-
ularity of the action in the Jewish
community’ but said, '“he is their
president” and Jews “need him to be
helpful with the whole Middle East
question and the status of Israel.”

————- .
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